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AGENDA 


BFG members will gather virtually, Tuesday, June 15-Thursday, June 17, for the Biodiversity 
Funders Group’s Annual Members Meeting. We are grateful to the planning committee--Laura 
Garcia, Global Greengrants Fund; Sergio Knaebel, Sandler Foundation; Meaghan 
Calcari-Campbell, Moore Foundation; Sacha Spector, Doris Duke Charitable Foundation, and 
Denise Joines, Wilburforce Foundation—for putting so many hours of work over several months 
to develop an agenda, reach out to speakers, and coordinate these sessions. 


Renewal, resilience, and hope are among the themes that the planning committee returned to 
again and again. Between the global pandemic and interrelated global crises, all of which are 
exacerbated by elements of persistent, often multigenerational social inequities, conservation 
and environmental funders may be looking at a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to model 
transformative changes, both in the field and in their own institutions. 


Please plan to join your fellow BFG members for what will be an inspirational and provocative 
gathering. Note that the conference is open to members, invited guests and speakers only. 


REGISTRATION FEES 
e Member: $150 
e Group Rate: We are offering a group rate for 4+ people for $500. One person from the 
organization will need to pay the $500 group rate for 4+ people. We'll then follow up with 
a coupon code to comp registrations for remaining staff registering. 


*Please note that times are tentative and may change slightly. 


Tuesday, June 15 9:00 - 1:00 PT/12:00 - 4:00 ET 


9:00 - 11:00 AM PT: Welcome and Community Grounding 
Connect with your funding peers and get a high-level view of what’s on the minds of your 
biodiversity funders. 


11:00 - 11:30 AM PT: Break 


11:30 - 1:00 PM PT: The Polycrisis, Biodiversity, and Resilience 

"[The COVID pandemic] is a portal, a gateway between one world and the next. We can choose 
to walk through it, dragging the carcasses of our prejudice and hatred, our avarice, our data 
banks, and dead ideas, our dead rivers and smoky skies behind us. Or we can walk through 
lightly, with little luggage, ready to imagine another world. And ready to fight for it."--Arundhati 
Roy 


Join the conversation between BFG members as we share how the syndemic of global 
crises--health, race, climate, economic, etc.--has catalyzed practices that support innovation 
and resilience. We will share how we are walking through this opening, and take note of 
transformative opportunities ahead. 


Speakers: 

Lois DeBacker, Kresge Foundation 

Angela Cordeiro, Agroecology Fund 

Mutuso Dhliwayo, Zimbabwe Environmental Law Association 


Moderator: 
Laura Garcia, Global Greengrants Fund 


Wednesday, June 16 9:00-12:30 PT/12:00-3:30 ET 


9:00-10:30 AM PT: Achieving 30X30: an opportunity from the ground up 

National targets set by governments and international agreements are opportunities to generate 
momentum for conservation. The 30X30 plan is one such opportunity, framing a simple, bold, 
and necessary idea and rallying others behind it. But how to best turn policy targets into action 
on the ground? How do we build capacity to deliver? How do we continue cultivating and 
sustaining a movement that matters to everyday communities? And how do we achieve 30 
percent conserved by 2030 in a way that matters to people’s lives, expands a historically-narrow 
definition of conservation to include working landscapes, builds equity, and protects the 
ecosystems we care about in the process? 


We'll hear from voices around the world and what they wish funders would consider in support 
of the efforts. Funders will get a chance to dive in through topic-specific break-outs, including 
Indigenous-led conservation, working lands and seascapes, public lands, international 
agreements, and narrative building. Whether or not you are involved in 30X30, we hope this 


discussion will inform all the work you do to advance policy goals with an eye to on-the-ground 
results. 


Speakers: 

Paulina Arroyo, Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation 
Eric Co, Harold K. L. Castle Foundation 

Joanna Kerr, MakeWay 

Ryan Bidwell, Wyss Foundation 

Dave Secord, Edgerton Foundation 


Moderator: 
Meaghan Calcari Campbell, Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation 
Sergio Knaebel, Sandler Foundation 


10:30 - 11:00 AM PT: Break 


11:00 - 12:30 PM PT: Nature-based Economies for Nature-positive Recovery 

How are different sectors of society responding to current opportunities to build post-pandemic 
systems “back” to a higher state of resilience, from International programmatic proclamations to 
local solutions? IThe session is in two parts: the first is an overview of International and 
US-based political opportunities for Nature-based recovery, with speakers from UNEP and 
Climate Interactive. The second part includes three examples of how this work comes to 
ground: 1) Urban 2) Rural, and 3) Tribal. 


Speakers: 

Tim Christophersen, UNEP Decade of Ecosystem Restoration initiative 
Elizabeth Sawin, Climate Interactive 

Christopher Barton Ph.D., President, Green Forests Work 

Lydia Scott, Director, Chicago Region Trees Initiative 

Molly Alves, Wildlife Biologist, Tulalip Tribes 


Moderator: 
Sacha Spector, Doris Duke Charitable Foundation 
Denise Joines, Wilburforce Foundation 


1:30 - 2:30 PM PT: Nature Journaling and Field Sketching “Field Trip” 

Have you ever wanted to creatively capture the observations of flora and fauna you’ve spotted 
while enjoying the outdoors? Are you terrified of “art?” Join Scientific Illustrator Liz Clayton 
Fuller for a laid back hour long beginner nature drawing workshop! Liz will introduce you to three 
basic drawing exercises / techniques designed to help you build confidence in your basic 
drawing skills and get you on the path to seeing the world with an artist's eye. This workshop is 
designed to build your comfort level with drawing at a relaxing pace. All you'll need is a pencil, 
an eraser, and 5-10 sheets of paper, nothing too fancy! 


Thursday, June 17 9:00-10:30 PT/12:00-1:30 ET 
9:00-10:30 AM PT: BFG Business Meeting and Close 


BFG board members, co-chairs, and staff will offer updates on BFG’s programs and finances. 
Please bring your questions and comments! 


